
REG 1581 CASHDOLLAR COMMENT 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,   
 
I am writing on behalf of my many English Language Learner students in regards to the proposed 
regulation change to Reading Specialist course criteria. I have served the state of Delaware as an EL 
specific educator for nearly a decade and can voice with complete confidence that resources to enhance 
growth for this particular population are limited. Educators across the state call for additional training 
and professional development regularly and districts are struggling to meet the expectations to show 
growth. Reading Specialists are essential and utilized constantly for the literacy development of multi-
language learners. Many of these students have no prior exposure to basic literacy skills in their own 
language or have interrupted formal education. They need a knowledgeable person who can address 
their unique learning needs and backgrounds to provide a specific toolset that does not always align 
with the typical monolingual student. The process to acquire this portion of language acquisition is 
pertinent to ensure these students lead successful lives as contributors to our local communities and 
national society.  
 
As an educator, I can recall countless conversations with reading specialists in several districts about the 
needs of English Language Learners in regards to literacy development. Despite many of these 
individuals working in schools with a dense population of English Language Learners, many of them felt 
their limited knowledge was not enough to understand these students or meet their needs entirely. 
Likewise, without a competent understanding of how language is taught, the language acquisition 
processes and the impacts of student backgrounds on these processes, there is a strong likelihood that 
literacy deficiencies will be inaccurately posed as learning disability with an imbalanced influx of English 
Learners in Special Education programs.  Instead of eliminating the English As A Second Language course 
requirement, the state should be looking to increase the number of courses required to gain better 
insight into strategies and methodologies that better serve this population. Disallowing future Reading 
Specialists to gain pertinent knowledge of the English Learner population they serve opposes the 
Delaware English Learner Strategic Plan which calls for ALL educators to have English Learner specific 
training. Reading Specialists provide gateway services to English Language Learners. Without sufficient 
providers, the state is prohibiting many students from a prosperous educational outcome.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Casey A. Cashdollar 

Delaware English Learner Educator 
115 Creek Drive, Milton, DE 19968 
T: 302-236-1415 
 


